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The Atlas is a complete collection of distribution maps of all 273 breeding, migrant, nomadic and winter-
ing bird species recorded in Moscow City and the Moscow Region during 1999–2004. The maps are accompa-
nied by brief texts characterising their status in the region, graphs illustrating their seasonal presence and about
900 photos of all 273 recorded bird species. The book summarises the data collected by 401 birdwatchers and
professional ornithologists during six years of fieldwork for the programme «Birds of Moscow and the Mos-
cow Region» or received from several research and conservation projects, and information derived from the
literature published after 1999. The Atlas shows the recent distribution of birds in Moscow City and the Mos-
cow Region. These data can be used for educational, conservational and scientific purposes.
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The study of the birds of the Moscow Region goes back more than two hundred years ago. In

his dissertation in 1802, professor I.A. Dvigubsky of Moscow University presented a list of 116 bird

species for the Moscow Gubernia. The latest detailed overview of the region’s avifauna was pub-

lished in 1968 and in 1987 several authors presented the results of their research in Moscow and

the Moscow Region in less detailed publication. In the past few years a lot of work on birds has

been done in both Moscow City and the region and the number of observers is still increasing.

Today, this is the territory with the highest density of ornithologists in Russia.

Since 1999, birdwatchers and professional ornithologists of Moscow and the Moscow Region

have joined forces. The data gathered by hundreds of observers during 1999–2004 provide a de-

tailed picture of the current distribution of birds in the city of Moscow and the surrounding Mos-

cow Region. The wish to present these data in the most accessible way to all those interested has

resulted in the current Atlas. I do hope it clearly shows the spatial and seasonal distribution of

birds in the area during the past six years, the more so since atlases of breeding birds have become

an important landmark in modern ornithological research in many parts of the world. The maps in

this book show the locations of all observations of every bird species in Moscow and the Moscow

Region in this period. This is the first general result of our joint efforts.

Thanks to the participation of eminent photographers the Atlas is not just a collection of maps,

but also a photo album containing intimate portraits of most species. They enable the interested

reader to not only acquaint himself with the avifauna of the Russian capital and its surroundings,

but also experience the same aesthetic pleasure the authors did in preparing this volume. Needless

to say, however, that looking at the pictures in this Atlas can never replace the real-life experience

of observing wild birds in their natural surroundings. It is therefore that I invite all those who so far

haven’t been touched by this wonderful combination of science, culture and relaxing to find a pair

of binoculars and pay closer attention to the life of the birds that surround us. They are close, they

are visible, but their lives still contain many secrets. Just by the simple fact that they are so different

from ourselves.

Mikhail Kalyakin
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Birds are so variable and so visible, that they
attract immediate attention of people who take an
interest in the surrounding nature. In order to know
and to love birds it is not necessary to be a profes-
sional ornithologist. Many «amateur» birdwatchers
know their birds no worse than professionals, who
are often closely studying one single group of birds,
one species or a certain aspect of avian biology. In
many European countries, organized groups of bird-
watchers have existed for decades and have contrib-
uted tremendously to the development of ornitholo-
gy. The more people know about birds, the more pro-
tective their attitude towards them and the more at-
tention they will pay to the well-being of the birds
and their habitats: the natural landscapes in the coun-
tryside, more or less affected by man, and the islands
of nature that have been preserved inside the cities.

Moscow and the Moscow region represent the
area with the highest density of ornithologists and
birdwatchers in Russia. Birds have been studied here
for more than two hundred years. The latest detailed
overview, summarising what was known at the time
about the birds of the region, was published almost
forty years ago (Ptushenko & Inozemtsev 1968). In
1987 less detailed book, «Birds of Moscow and the
Moscow Region», saw the light, with an update of
current knowledge about the region’s birds (Il`ichev,
Butiev & Konstantinov 1987). A popular scientific
English-language work on birds in European cities,
which has just been published in Germany, contains
a chapter on the birds of Moscow (Konstantinov &
Zakharov 2005). Most of the ornithological research
is the work of Muscovites, though in the Moscow
Region there are several locations where ornitholog-
ical observations are carried out on a permanent
(Pushchino, Dubna, Sergiev Posad, the Zvenigorod
Biological Station of Moscow University, Orekhovo-
Zuevo, the Prioksko-Terrasny Nature Reserve, the
Protected Area «Zhuravlinaya rodina», or «Crane
Motherland») or regular basis (the biological station
in Pavlovskaya Sloboda, the surroundings of Kryu-
kovo and Istra, at the «Malinki» station).

The programme «Birds of Moscow and the
Moscow Region» started in 1999 and has not only
improved exchange of information among ornithol-
ogists, but also greatly stimulated the observation of
birds. For the first time, Moscow’s ornithologists and
birdwatchers joined forces for a common goal: sup-
plying information for a new book on the birds of
the Moscow Region. This Atlas is the first result of
this joint effort. Four hundred observers have, in one
way or another, contributed to create a picture of the
distribution of 273 species of birds in the region dur-

ing 1999–2004. The information provided by the
observers was collected in a centralised database at
the Zoological Museum of Moscow State Universi-
ty. After careful analysis and checking, these data
were then published in annual reports under the title
«Birds of Moscow and the Moscow Region» over
the years 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003. The 2004
report will be published shortly. The Atlas provides
a summary of these data and includes the results of
several studies of the distribution and abundance of
individual species in the region. Data from published
sources during 1999–2005 have also been used.

The Atlas is, in essence, a collection of maps
showing the current distribution in both Moscow City
and the Moscow Region of all species that have been
recorded during six years of field work. It can be seen
as an enlarged, detailed «photograph» of the birds’
distribution on the territory of Moscow and the Mos-
cow region during 1999–2004, based on all available
data. Apart from its prime task — showing the distri-
bution of birds in the region — the Atlas is also meant
to be the starting point for further research on the re-
gion’s birds, this time on a higher level and aimed at
complete coverage of the region, with extra attention
for numbers, detailed mapping of breeding ranges and
various aspects of the biology of birds in the region.

-./0123.41/0025675.892:;2<=./6
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The distribution maps of birds in the region are
based on information brought together by the partic-
ipants in the programme «Birds of Moscow and the
Moscow Region». We have also used other sources
of information. All publications on the region’s birds
during 1999–2005 have been consulted. Each indi-
vidual observation mentioned in these publications
(if, of course, sufficient details on its location were
available) has resulted in a dot on the map. The liter-
ature search has been carried out by G.S. Eryomkin.
Additional information on the distribution of several
species or groups of birds has been kindly provided
by our colleagues from their various research and
conservation projects on the territory of Moscow and
the Moscow Region. Data from the following projects
have been used:

— Annual midwinter and midsummer counts of
waterfowl in Moscow City (coordinated by K.V.
Avilova);

— Waterfowl counts on non-freezing parts of
the Moskva River from Moscow downstream to the
Oka River (coordinated by V.A. Zubakin);

— Ruddy Shelduck Project («Status of the ur-
ban population of the Ruddy Shelduck in Moscow»)
of the Working Group on Swans, Geese and Ducks of
Northern Eurasia (coordinated by A.B. Popovkina);



H �

— Database of owl observations in Moscow
(maintained by A.V. Sharikov);

— Results of the annual spring counts of Thrush
Nightingales in Moscow («Nightingale Nights in
Moscow»; coordinated by V.O. Avdanin, N.A. Egoro-
va, and A.S. Martynov);

— Survey of Corvid nests in Moscow, carried
out by the Working Group on Corvids (coordinated
by V.M. Konstantinov);

— Project «Parus», annual winter counts of for-
est birds (coordinated by E.S. Preobrazhenskaya);

— Survey of White Stork nests in the Moscow
Region in 2004 as part of the VI International White
Stork Census (coordinated by M.V. Kalyakin).

As a result, the overall picture for a number of
closely studied species is much more complete than
for the majority of birds of Moscow and the Mos-
cow Region. This is mentioned in the individual spe-
cies accounts for the species concerned.

Altogether, 401 persons have provided informa-
tion that has been used in the Atlas:

E.A. Akimov, A.M. Aksyonov, V.N. Alekseev,
V.V. Alpatov, T.R. Andreeva, A.V. Anikin, M.V.
Anishchenkova, V.D. Anisimov, O.Yu. Anisimova,
D.E. Aniskin, T. Antokhina, A.L. Antonevich, A.V.
Antropov, D.V. Anzigitov, N.V. Anzigitova, I.I.
Aparova, V.Yu. Arkhipov, G.N. Arseniev, V.B. Arta-
monov, V.O. Avdanin, K.V. Avilova, O.P. Bagina,
A.V. Bakanov, E.Yu. Bakun, L.S. Balabukh, A. Ban-
nikov, A.A. Bannikova, T. Baranenkova, S.Yu. Baran-
nikov, S.N. Barinov, N.V. Baykov, R.A. Belkin, M.A.
Belkina, A.A. Belokon`, A.P. Belyaev, A.I. Berg, A.V.
and V.S. Bespalov, V.V. Bilanich, Yu.Yu. Blokhin,
N.A. Bocharova, I.R. Boeme, E.L. Bogatyreva, A.S.
Bogolyubov, A.V. Borissenko, A.I. Borodin, S.N.
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We will not here describe the geography of the
region and its natural and climatic characteristics in
detail. The climate of the centre of European Russia
is characterized by a regular alternation of cold and
warm seasons. The territory of the area around Mos-
cow is not protected by any natural barriers against
the inflow of air masses from all directions and is
therefore influenced by Atlantic depressions as well
as Continental high-pressure systems. In autumn sub-
zero temperatures and snow cover appear in Novem-
ber or December, in spring snow usually melts away
in the first half of April. Whereas the timing of these
processes may fluctuate considerably (over a period
of one-and-a-half or two months), phenological data
on plants and animals are usually more stable. In
winter, temperatures seldom reach values lower than
minus 25–30o C. In summer they sometimes reach
30o C. The period 1999–2004 was one exceptionally

hot and dry summer (in 2002), resulting in peat fires,
and one very early onset of spring (also in 2002, when
the first thaw was registered on January 10 and tem-
peratures fell below zero only two or three times
during February and March).

What makes the territory within the administra-
tive boundaries of the Moscow Region interesting
for ornithologists? Above all, it is large enough
(47,000 km2) to have an avifauna that comprises more
than 300 species, representing almost all habitats
found in Russia, except for mountains and deserts.
The reasons for this diversity are obvious: broad-
leaved, small-leaved and coniferous woods meet here
and mingle where clear-cut boundaries are absent.
Relief is also varied: the western moraine plain bor-
ders here with the Klin-Dmitrov Ridge, a slight but,
for this region, significant elevation, and the Mesh-
chera lowlands with their characteristic marshes. Fi-
nally, the south of the Moscow Region, on the right
bank of the Oka River, has a forest-steppe landscape
with scattered elements of steppe vegetation. The
system of waterways is dense and varied, with sev-
eral large water reservoirs, rich flood-lands along the
Moskva River near Vinogradovo (Voskresensk Dis-
trict) and along the Oka River near Dedinovo (Lukho-
vitsy District). Water and marsh birds find suitable
conditions at the numerous fish-ponds in the Mos-
cow Region.

The activity of man has added even more varia-
tion to the mosaic of conditions for the survival of
birds in our region. In the centre of the region we
find a huge industrial agglomeration, formed by one
of Europe’s largest megalopolises (and the most
northerly in the world) and its suburbs. In 2005, the
human population of Moscow City (according to of-
ficial figures) numbered around 8,340,000, compared
to 6,600,000 in the Moscow Region. Here, among
endless apartment blocks, factories and storage fa-
cilities, are numerous forests and parks, green ceme-
teries and open water, where birds feel relatively com-
fortable. One of these green areas, the Losiny Ostrov
(«Elk Island»), enjoys National Park status. Else-
where in the region there are a number of Protected
Areas («zakazniki»), the Prioksko-Terrasny Bio-
sphere Nature Reserve in the Oka River valley in the
south of the region, the Zavidovo hunting reserve in
the north-west and also various hunting management
areas, where natural habitats of birds are being more
or less preserved. On the whole, however, the terri-
tory of the region, especially near Moscow, has been
since long drastically transformed by man. As a re-
sult, the various forest types and other natural habi-
tats with various types of vegetation represent a var-
ied patchwork of open fields, hayfields, woodland
clearings, towns and villages, roads and wastelands.
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The banks of most water reservoirs are under intense
pressure from human activity, especially close to the
capital.
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For the compilation of the distribution maps we
have used a many times reduced version of the map
of Moscow City and the Moscow Region (Karta...
1996). Due to the small scale of the maps used in the
Atlas we had to leave out many details, leaving only
a minimum of contours necessary for showing the
distribution of birds in the region.

When looking at the maps, it is important to re-
member the following:

— The distribution maps for the Moscow Re-
gion show the actual locations where the birds have
been seen, not squares where the species has been
registered;

— The distribution maps for Moscow City show
the actual locations where the birds have been seen

as far as living and industrial areas and open water
are concerned, whereas records in «green» areas
(parks and forests) have been summarized. Thus one
dot here may represent numerous records. For ex-
ample, all records of Thrush Nightingales in Bittsa
Park are shown as just one dot;

— Four types of different dots have been used
for, respectively, winter records (between the second
half of November and the end of February), loca-
tions where breeding was confirmed during 1999–
2004, locations where possible breeding was record-
ed during this period and other records;

— The small scale of the maps means that a dot
indicating confirmed breeding has a diameter of 3.5
km on the map of the Moscow Region and 0.7 km on
the Moscow City map. Therefore only a single dot is
shown in cases where records are located within less
than these distances from one another.

One also has to keep in mind that the territory of
Moscow and the Moscow Region was not covered
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completely and not evenly during 1999–2004.
Records have been received from 750 locations in
the Moscow Region and 336 in Moscow City. The
extent of the research in the Moscow Region is shown
in a series of maps (figures 1–3). First of all, one has
to pay attention to the map showing the intensity of
visits in the Moscow Region by observers who have
provided data for the Atlas (figure 1). Two zones
stand out, which have been visited rather less regu-
larly by ornithologists than the rest of the region.
Also, looking at the seasonal distribution of visits, it
is clear that in winter the territory of the region has
been studied a lot less.

The general coverage, however, appears to us
quite complete, especially within the Moscow City
limits. The extent of the coverage may also be judged
by projecting the locations of observer visits onto
squares, as is common practice in European atlases
(see for example Hagemeijer & Blair 1997; Hewlett
2002). If we use a grid of 0.5o × 0.5o (or 15 × 18 km)
squares, it turns out that twelve out of 195 squares
were not visited during six years of field work (fig-
ures 2 and 3). If 50 × 50 km squares are used the
Moscow Region has been covered completely.
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In addition to the maps, the seasonal occurrence
and status of each bird species encountered during
field work in 1999–2004 is summarized in the con-
cise species accounts and in colour coded panels
showing the normal pattern of occurrence over the
year (figure 4).

The brief texts deal almost exclusively with the
species’ status in the region. Differences in status
between Moscow City and the Moscow Region are
indicated. Once again we would like to stress that the

status given refers to THE PERIOD FROM 1999 TO
2004. Where determining the status of very rare or
vagrant species proved difficult we have consulted the
Faunistic Committee, which exists under the pro-
gramme since 2004. Where the total number of records
does not exceed three, all records are listed with de-
tails of date and place. Geographic names used in the
texts are shown on separate maps (figures 5 and 6).

If a species is listed in the Red Data Books of
either Moscow City, the Moscow Region or the Rus-
sian Federation, this is mentioned in the text. We hope
that these species will receive extra attention from
readers, especially those on whom the wellbeing of
these birds in the region depends.

The texts have been written in Russian and Eng-
lish and are preceded by the full Russian, scientific
and English names of the species. The species are
presented in systematic order, with species belong-
ing to one order (non-Passerines) or family (Passer-
ines) on pages with a corresponding colour. The
names of the orders and (for Passerines) families are
given in running titles. Some of the systematic chap-
ters are followed by «portrait galleries», collections
of photographs of several species within the given
order or family. Little graphs (colour coded bars)
show the usual presence of a species in the region
over the year. Months of species occurrence are in-
dicated in red.
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At a meeting of participants in the programme
«Birds of Moscow and the Moscow Region» in 2004
a decision was taken on the creation of a Faunistic
Committee, or Rarities Committee, under the pro-
gramme. Members of the committee are Ya.A.
Red`kin (chairman), V.T. Butiev, M.V. Kalyakin, V.V.
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Morozov, and V.A. Zubakin. The main tasks of the
committee are the verification of records of species,
the identification of which may present problems in
the field, and the compilation of a list of bird species
of the Moscow Region. The committee has so far
assessed records from 2003 and 2004 and also, in
part, earlier records. The results of this work have
been incorporated in this Atlas. The commission has
also drawn up a list of species for the region (with
306 species up to the end of 2005) and, after lengthy
discussions, defined a status for each species. The
committee has only accorded breeding bird status in
cases where breeding was actually confirmed (nest
building seen, nest with eggs or young or with signs
of recent use found, feeding of young seen, or adult
birds regularly carrying food) during the period of
field work. The same approach has been used in the
Atlas. Observations of territorial pairs or of territori-
al, singing males have not been regarded as evidence
of breeding. As a result, the maps show very few
breeding locations for Common Swift, Rock Dove
and many other common species. Once again: the
status has been determined on the basis of data gath-
ered during 1999–2004 ONLY. For differentiating be-
tween the status of «vagrant» and «very rare migrant»
we have used the Faunistic Committtee’s recommen-
dations.
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From the very beginning of our work on the
Atlas, we were very eager to not only provide the
reader with the «dry statistics» in the form of a bird’s
status and its distribution on the map, but also show
them the real heroes of the current publication: the
birds of the Moscow Region. This wish to illustrate
the Atlas with numerous photographs of the birds
that inhabit our region could not have been realized
without the participation of a string of qualified pho-
tographers from Moscow, Alma-Ata, Nizhny Nov-
gorod, Voronezh, Saratov, Orenburg, Kiev, Odessa,
Vitebsk, Vyatka, Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, from
the Pechoro-Ilychsky Nature Reserve and just from
the U.S.A. and Izrael. The choice of the pictures
(alas, a large number of good photographs did not
end up in the Atlas) was determined by the quality
of the photograph, the sex and age of the bird con-
cerned and the location. Where possible, we have
given priority to photographs from Moscow and the
Moscow Region. The names of the photographers
can be found next to the photographs. Detailed cap-
tions to the photographs with information on date
and location are located at the end of the book (p.
348). Bringing together photographs of all the 273
species found in Moscow and the Moscow Region
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during the past six years was only possible by in-
cluding photographs made outside our region.

In the Atlas works from 54 photographers have
been used: A.V. Antropov (1), Yu.B. Artyukhin (4),
K.V. Avilova (1), A.I. Bakka (1), S.V. Bakka (16),
I.V. Bartashov (17), P.K. Blashkin (5), Yu.Yu. Blokhin
(2), V.I. Bulavintsev (74), D.L. Dorofeev (3), S.L.
Eliseev (100), V.B. Erokhin (9), G.S. Eryomkin (7),
T.L. Faroukshin (5), S.Yu. Fokin (5), I.P. Gerzhik (2),
V.V. Golovnyuk (2), M.B. Gorpenyuk (6), G. Groot
Koerkamp (1), A.A. Isabekov (5), A.P. Ivanov (2),
M.N. Ivanov (30), V.V. Ivanovsky (2), M.V. Kalyakin

(2), V.N. Kalyakin (1), E.V. Kharchuk (2), N.Yu.
Kiseleva (4), P.E. Kondrashov (2), N.B. Konyukhov
(13), S.V. Kornev (2), E.A. Kosareva (1), D.V. Ko-
shelev (1), V.A. Krishchenko (7), A.P. Levashkin (3),
O.L. Malov (1), A.A. Manylov (2), K.E. Mikhailov
(25), N.S. Morozov (1), V.V. Morozov (3), I.A. Mu-
rashev (11), N.D. Neifeld (9), V.A. Nikulin (4), L.M.
Novikova (1), V.S. Onishchenko (4), P.Yu. Parkhaev
(190), Yu.B. Shibnev (1), I.S. Smetanin (37), V.V.
Solodushkin (5), P.S. Tomkovich (12), A.A. Topishko
(5), V.V. Tyakht (82), V.V. Zabugin (150), T.A.
Zarubina (4), V.A. Zubakin (4).
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At the following sites one can find more photo-
graphs by some of these excellent photographers:

Igor Bartashov: http://club.foto.ru/gallery/photos/
author.php?author_id=60314

Sergei Eliseev: http://yeliseev.nm.ru/

Askar Isabekov: http://www.birds.kz/

Vsevolod Krishchenko: http://sevakri.photosight.ru/

Vadim Onishchenko: http://www.wildlife-photo.org

Pavel Parkhaev: http://www.paleo.ru/paleonet/
galery.html?id=23

Aleksandr Topishko: http://club.foto.ru/gallery/pho-
tos/author.php?author_id=7487

Viktor Tyakht: http://tyakht.photosight.ru

A�.! $-��&�C�!��

The preparation and publication of this Atlas has
been made possible by the help of the participants in
the programme «Birds of Moscow and the Moscow
Region», who provided the authors with an enormous
amount of data on the birds of the region. The au-
thors are also very grateful to all those who have made
this programme possible and contributed in the prep-
aration of the Atlas.

For her continuous support over the years of our
programme and her help in publishing the annual re-
ports, we are grateful to the director of the Zoological
Museum of Moscow State University and Member of

�Bi!�5!�}Fj�?Akj�u=G�{=?s=p�eB@v!

��%�n=GB?=C�q=>x1�H�%�n=@A>BsAo��AGxj>�=u� @Fj�~Z??BA>

|sAxjkv�=u��sBj>sj?1�T�%�nGA@jvjC=�AGjA1�2�%�\zkAvo=C?Ev

YAGE1�I�%�<FBkEB�~j?jGC=BG1�5�%�<=o=kj>?E=vj�AGjA1�8�%

<ZGEB>=�AGjA1�6�%�<Z?E=C=�YAGE1�4�%�{AG�B>=�AGjA1����%

{jxCjxE=C=�AGjA1����%�{=?s=p�D==1��H�%�{=?ECA�~BCjG1

�T%�{=?ECA�~BCjG� B>� @Fj�{>jC>BEB� AGjA1� �2�%��A@B=>Ao

YAGE�&�=?B>v�=?@G=C'1��I�%��?@A>EB>=�YAGE1��5�%�?jpAij

uAGk?� B>� @Fj��vZtoB>=� AGjA1� �8�%��EF=x>vA�~BCjG1� �6�%

�=o>@?jC=�AGjA1��4�%��@G=iB>=�AGjA1�H��%��ZC=G=C?Ev�YAGE1

H��%�}jGoj@?Ev�YAGE1�HH�%�}?AGv@?B>=�q=>x?1�HT�%��zE=vj

YAGE1�H2�%�CAoojv�=u�@Fj��=G=x>vA�~BCjG1�HI�%��ZzF>=vj

3�=Z@F7�nZ@=C=�AGjA!

the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences Olga L.
Rossolimo.

We are indebted to Grigory S. Eryomkin for his
thorough, detailed checking of our maps against the
existing record database (more than 10,000 reports
in electronic tables). He also volunteered for research-
ing the literature and thus added important informa-
tion to the database. We should also mention that G.S.
Eryomkin is the doubtless leader among all partici-
pants in the programme, having provided more than
anyone else and highly detailed information on the
birds of the region, from a wide area. His data con-
stitute an important part of the total information
brought together during the programme.

We are most grateful to professor V.M. Konstan-
tinov, who agreed to be editor of this volume. Price-
less help in editing the English texts of the species
accounts and in translating the Introduction was re-
ceived from Geert Groot Koerkamp. Sergei I. Golo-
vach was a great help in improving the English texts
of the species accounts. N.S. Morozov made impor-
tant remarks to the text. Ya.A. Red`kin, P.S. Tomko-
vich and E.A. Koblik checked the correct identifica-
tion of the species in the photographs.

We should also mention here ms. Astrid Mayer
of the Office of the Agricultural Counsellor of the
Royal Netherlands Embassy in Moscow, for her tech-
nical advice in solving financial issues.
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We are grateful to the director of the Pensoft
Publishing House, Dr. Lyubomir Penev, for our fruit-
ful cooperation and his advice in preparing the lay-
out for the Atlas.

For technical assistance with servicing and re-
pairing office equipment we would like to thank V.V.
Larin and staff members at the Zoological Museum
A.V. Martynov and A.A. Lisovsky. In our search for
photographs of birds we received great help from V.V.
Tyakht, S.L. Eliseev, E.V. Zubakina, I.I. Chernichko,
A.B. Popovkina, N.A. Egorova, K.E. Mikhailov,
V.Yu. Arkhipov, A.V. Tikhomirova, Yu.Yu. Blokhin,
S.Yu. Fokin, P.Yu. Parkhaev, S.V. Bakka and N.Yu.
Kiseleva. We also thank moderators and owners of
websites used for publishing information about the
programme «Birds of Moscow and the Moscow Re-
gion» and the preparations for the Atlas, thus ena-
bling us to locate photographs and receive data for
use in this book: these are mailgroup and website of
the Menzbir Ornithological Society (V.V. Kontorsh-
chikov and A.A. Lisovsky), the website of the Rus-
sian Bird Conservation Union (RBCU) (E.V. Zubaki-
na and M.S. Romanov), the mailgroup «Birds of
Moscow and the Moscow Region» (G. Groot
Koerkamp and E.A. Lebedeva), the mailgroup of the
RBCU (O.V. Borodin), the mailgroup of the Mos-
cow Region’s branch of the RBCU (V.A. Nikulin),
the website «Shumkar» (A.Yu. Mishustin).

This publication has been made possible with
the financial support from the MATRA/KNIP Pro-
gramme of the Royal Netherlands Embassy in Mos-

cow, from our sponsors S.A. Smirnov, V.V. Tyakht,
E.V. Shevchenko and I.G. Burov, I.L. Kalinin, Yu.V.
Nakhimova and with assistance of the Russian Bird
Conservation Union.

#)�!���(-��

Finishing the introductory chapter, we would like
to stress that the current Atlas is only the very first
result of the work for the programme «Birds of Mos-
cow and the Moscow Region». It provides an im-
pression of the current distribution in the area of all
bird species, including breeding birds, migrants, va-
grants, wintering and nomadic birds. The Atlas clear-
ly demonstrates to both participants in the programme
and all interested readers the rationale of joint ef-
forts in the study of birds of Moscow and the Mos-
cow Region. At the same time, it may be used as a
basis for further, more advanced and detailed re-
search, aimed first of all at establishing the true sta-
tus of all species, their numbers and population dy-
namics, as well as other aspects of their biology and
their distribution within Moscow City and the region.
We are also convinced that the information used in
the Atlas may and will be used for conservation meas-
ures. Finally, we consider it just as important if this
Atlas will attract more and more new people to take
part in the observation of birds. We would like to
believe that we humans, once we know and better
understand birds, cannot remain indifferent to the
deterioration of the necessary preconditions for their
— and thus ours as well — survival on this planet.

Mikhail Kalyakin, Olga Voltzit

%�����!���
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A very rare passage migrant in the Moscow Region, with
only a few records during migration: two on 26 September
1999 on the Lotoshino fish-ponds, Lotoshino/Volokolamsk
districts, and one in April 2000 near Orevo, Dmitrov District.
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 ��BC�

A very rare autumn migrant in the Moscow Region. The
only winter record comes from the north-western part of
Moscow City. Listed in the Red Data Books of Moscow City
and the Russian Federation (European population).
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A very rare summer visitor and wintering species in Moscow City and
the Moscow Region. Records include birds spending the winter on the Moskva
River downstream from the Kolomenskoye area. Listed in the Red Data Book
of the Moscow region.
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A rare breeding bird and
passage migrant in the Mos-
cow Region. Listed in the Red
Data Book of Moscow City.

*%�*�	#����+�,%�,-./0-12

*%�*�	#����+�,%�,-./0-12

'%���#������+�3%�45/0-5672

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

�����������������������������������	
���
�������������������� !""#$�%&$'$

�(�)��*+,����������������������������
��	
��������#-./0!-0�%&$'$



� �

8�������������������
"���"�$�	��)������
��

����������	�
�����
��������� ��
������
����������
����

���� ���������&��%�9�:����	�������
�������""����	���

���������	������������	%�����������������������

��	�������	�
���)$������� ���:��	�����;;���%�'	����"

������������%

An uncommon migratory breeding bird and migrant in
the Moscow Region, and rare in Moscow City, where nesting
is possible but has not been confirmed during the past few
years. The only winter record concerns a bird on the Moskva
River, on the south-eastern border of the City, during warm
winter weather in February of 2002. Listed in the Red Data
Book of Moscow City.
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In the past few years, vagrants have been recorded on
ponds and rivers in Moscow City and the Moscow Region
during spring and autumn migrations. Listed in the Red Data
Book of the Moscow Region.
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An uncommon, but locally common migratory breeding
bird of big water bodies in the Moscow Region, also of sev-
eral ponds and rivers on the outskirts of Moscow City. Single
birds are sometimes observed in winter on non-freezing parts
of the Moskva River in the City. Listed in the Red Data Book
of Moscow City.
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A vagrant in Moscow City and the Moscow Region. Records refer to single birds seen during spring and
autumn migrations and in winter. In Moscow, one bird was seen flying over the Moskva River near Mar’ino
on 1 February 2004.
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A rare migratory species in Moscow City and
probably breeding species in south-eastern part of the
Moscow Region, occurring along ponds and rivers with
dense bank vegetation. Nesting is likely, but has not
been confirmed yet. Listed in the Red Data Book of
Moscow City.
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A vagrant in the Moscow Region, with four records of sin-
gle birds during the past few years.
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An uncommon migratory breeding bird in the Moscow Region, inhab-
iting most of the big lakes and ponds with dense reedbeds. Nesting usually
remains unconfirmed due to the birds’ shy behaviour, but the characteristic
calls of the males betray their presence. It is very rare in Moscow City, but
has been found nesting once in the southeast of the city. Listed in the Red
Data Book of Moscow City.
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A colonial species, never abundant but regularly nesting in
the Moscow Region. Rarely, some birds appear in Moscow City
during migration. There are three records of single birds in win-
ter in Moscow City and in the Region.
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An uncommon migratory breeding bird in the Mos-
cow Region. Regularly nests in the western districts of the
region. Birds and single nests are occasionally found to
the north, east and south of the city. In 2004, during the VI
International White Stork Census, a special survey of oc-
cupied nests of the White Stork was conducted. As a re-
sult, 50 nests unknown before were found.
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A very rare species, the exact status
of which is unclear. Single birds have
been registered in the south-eastern and
northern parts of the Region. Listed in
the Red Data Books of the Moscow Re-
gion and the Russian Federation.
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An extremely rare passage migrant in the Moscow Re-
gion, with only a single record of three migrants in a flooded
area of the Moskva River flood-lands near Vinogradovo,
Voskresensk District, on 13 April 2000. Listed in the Red Data Book of the Russian Federation.
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!�����"��#�	����#��������$������������%����#������ 

#
���
��&��'�$�����������(�)�$�����#�$��������� 

*����+��,-���$���������+.�!������������������
�����

/������+��������#��01���	
�������2���#������#�$� 

�$����-����34���5&������6�������-�������7������������ 

������(8!����#��������$��9����#����:����������� 

#������
����

A vagrant in the Moscow Region, with three records in
recent years: one bird on 12 April 2001 in a flooded area of
the Moskva River valley near Vinogradovo, Voskresensk
District; another one spending several days on a small lake in the National Park «Losiny Ostrov» just outside
Moscow City in late October 2003 (photo); and a flock of 9 birds was seen flying near Golovkovo, Solnech-
nogorsk District, on 20 and 27 April 2003.
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��������
��������$�#��������!'������'�

A rare passage migrant in the Moscow Region and in Mos-
cow City. Most records refer to spring migration.
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�$�������/�����#��������������"��#���

An abundant passage migrant in the Moscow Region and
a regular passage migrant in Moscow City. Flock size some-
times up to several thousand birds during spring migration.
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$������'�!��'�$!��G����	��#���"��#���#�
���������IJ�

A rare passage migrant in the Moscow Region. Most often, single birds or small flocks are found
together with other migrating geese. Listed in the Red Data Books of the Moscow Region and the Russian
Federation.

Z�	��������������!������#�������� 

��!��������%� ����������$���W��!��#��+�

��8���������!��������������	!��'�$!%

#����	!�'��'����������������������� 

���+.�!������!���'�������"��#��
&

������������!�������!�
%��������������%

�������!����(8�
����:������

Common spring and rare autumn migrant in the Moscow Region, usually forming mixed flocks with the
more abundant White-fronted Goose. Small numbers migrate across Moscow City. One bird was seen in
winter on a non-freezing part of the Skhodnya River near the northwestern border of Moscow on 21 January
2001.
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#��������	�������������!������+(��� 

���$��$%�����$���%�#��	��8���	!���������

����!�

A rare migrant and very rare summer vis-
itor, possibly breeding in the Moscow Region.
In the summer of 2001, a pair of Mute Swans
probably nested in the «Biserovo» fish-ponds,
Noginsk District. The few summer and autumn
records in Moscow City probably all refer to
birds escaped or released from captivity.

K��:!������;�L��=MNOPFEF

G��"��
����;�R��TEDCPE?>S
:��H������;�=��]?EBNNS

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

A�-�B6/C>D5,���������������������������	�����������������������������E1&��F!#



U -

������	
������������Z��'����'�����������'���
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��#���!�#������
������^�������-����G�����$�#����IJ�

A vagrant in the Moscow Region. One bird was record-
ed on the Lotoshino fish-ponds, on the border of the Lotoshi-
no and Volokolamsk districts, on 26 April 2003. Listed in the
Red Data Book of the Russian Federation.
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#���

A rare passage migrant in the
Moscow Region. Two winter
records are known from Moscow
City of birds staying on non-freez-
ing parts of the Moskva River.
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Single vagrants have been regis-
tered in the Moscow Region during mi-
gration, but there are doubts about the
reliability of some reports.
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Breeding and wintering in Moscow
City. The current city population originates
from birds in the Moscow Zoo that have
gradually dispersed over the city’s ponds. At
present nesting occurs in natural shelters,
mainly garrets. In winter, the birds retreat to
the ponds of the Moscow Zoo. Beyond the
city’s borders, breeding was recorded only
in one locality. For the maps, data were used
from the Ruddy Shelduck Project of the
Working Group on Geese, Swans and Ducks
of Northern Eurasia, coordinated by Anasta-
sia B. Popovkina.
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One of the most common ducks in the Moscow Region and certainly the most abundant breeding in
Moscow City. The birds winter on non-freezing ponds and rivers in Moscow and also outside the city on the
Moskva River. Regular wintering sites of many birds have been revealed thanks to the regular annual win-
ter counts organized by Ksenia V. Avilova. On the map this
sites are marked by small dark rings. Big dark rings mark
sites of accumulation of more than 1 000 specimens.
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K��:!������;�L��=MNOPFEF

:��H������;�=��]?EBNNS

A common passage mi-
grant and uncommon breeding
bird in the Moscow Region.
There are two winter records
from outside Moscow. In Mos-
cow City, it is uncommon dur-
ing migration and sometimes
winters on non-freezing parts of
the Moskva River. Rarely nests
in Moscow City. Listed in the
Red Data Book of Moscow
City.
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��#���	����������/������+��!����#��01���	
�������2�

G����	��#���"��#�	��"��#���#�
��������

A rare migratory breeding bird in the Moscow Region. There are two records from Moscow City during
migration: a male and female on 24 October 1999 in the north-western part of the city and one bird on 3 May
2003 in its south-eastern part. Breeds just outside Moscow City in the National Park «Losiny Ostrov».
Listed in the Red Data books of Moscow City and the Moscow Region.
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A common passage migrant and rare breeding bird in the
Moscow Region. A rare migrant and summer visitor to Mos-
cow City. There is one winter record: five birds seen on 25
November 1999 on the non-freezing Borisov Pond in the

south-eastern part of
Moscow.
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K��:!������;�L��=MNOPFEF
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��������	
����������%�����+�����#

����������������"��#�������#�������!$�!����
%�����������!���������!�������'�$����)���

�!��#���

An uncommon, though lo-
cally rather common passage
migrant, very rarely breeding in
the Moscow Region. It is rare
in Moscow City during migra-
tion, has been recorded once in
summer and irregularly in win-
ter.
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����#�����������������!��G�����$�#����"��#�	�

A common breeding bird and passage migrant in the Moscow Re-
gion. Rare in Moscow City during migration and in summer. Listed in
the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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���	������	����'������������$��� ��������G�����$

#����"��#�	�

An uncommon passage migrant and breeding bird in the
Moscow Region. A rare passage migrant and breeding bird in
Moscow City. Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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�7��7������ ��� ���	������0\������2%�/����#
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������!������!#���-��������������������#������#�

A vagrant in the Moscow Region, with three recent
records: single birds were observed on the «Biserovo» fish-
ponds, Noginsk District, on 14 October 2000 and on 19 Sep-
tember 2004, and two males with one female at Voskresensk
on 23 February 2004.
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�����"��#��%��!'����������+.�!��������������#���������"��#�������������������G�����$�#���

"��#�	�

A passage migrant and breeding bird common in the Moscow Region and uncommon in Moscow City.
Winters in small numbers in Moscow on non-freezing sections of the Moskva River and in the Moscow Zoo.
Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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a!#��#�������������8���������������%�!�����'�����+

��"��#���#����������#��

A vagrant in the Moscow Region and in Moscow City.
One bird was recorded on the «Biserovo» fish-ponds, No-
ginsk District, on 2 October 2004. A bird observed on a chan-
nel of the Khimki Reservoir in the northern part of Moscow
on 18 January 2004 could have escaped from the Moscow
Zoo.
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��$�#����"��#�	�

A common passage migrant and breeding bird in the
Moscow Region, rare in winter. An uncommon breeding bird
and migrant and fairly common wintering bird in Moscow
City on non-freezing sections of the Moskva River and some
other water bodies. Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow
City.
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A rare passage migrant in the Moscow Region. Winter
records are rare on non-freezing parts of the Moskva River in
Moscow City. A flock of 50 wintering or late migrating birds
was seen on 23 November 2003 at the «Biserovo» fish-ponds,
Noginsk District.
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A very rare passage migrant in the Mos-
cow Region, with only three autumn records:
one bird on the Shalakhovskoye water reser-
voir, Yegor’evsk District, on 10 October 1999;
two on the Lotoshino fish-ponds, Lotoshino/
Volokolamsk districts, on 21 October 2001;
three birds on the «Biserovo» fish-ponds, No-
ginsk District, on 2 November 2003.
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A very rare wintering species in the Moscow Region.
Only two records of single birds were made in Moscow City
in the winter of 2003/2004 at two locations: on a channel of
the Khimki Reservoir in the northern part of the City on 18
January and on the Moskva River in the area of Brateyevo on
29 January.
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A common passage migrant and uncommon breeding bird
and wintering species in the Moscow Region and in Moscow
City. At present, low numbers breed mainly in those parts of
the region where nest boxes have been erected, as well as near
water bodies in several parks in Moscow. Winters on non-freez-
ing sections of the Moskva River in Moscow and downstream
in the region. Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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A very rare passage migrant in the Region.

:��\�##��;�=��`PDDP

W��W�������;�X��XPYDCPNS

I��#
��������	
���!'(8
������������/��� 

�'�$��	���!��#�������$���������!����(8��'����#��

���"��#�	����������!�%�����+����#�%������������������

"��#��� ����� ����� ��!������ ��� �������!� �������%

6�����������%����b���	��#�!���'�'�

A passage migrant and wintering species rare in the
Moscow Region and very rare in Moscow City. Irregular win-
ter records refer to non-freezing parts of the Moskva River
both in and outside the City. A pair was seen in Moscow City
on Tsarytsino Pond on 7 April 2002.
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A rare passage migrant and occasional winter visitor in the Moscow Region and in the City. In Moscow
City one July record of a single bird is known from Terletsky Park. Single birds are sometimes seen in winter
on non-freezing sections of the Moskva River in the City and downstream.
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A rare passage migrant and very rare breed-
ing bird in the Moscow Region. It is mostly seen
near water reservoirs and fish-ponds. There is only
one record of a migrating bird from Moscow City.
Listed in Red Data Books of the Moscow Region
and the Russian Federation.
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An uncommon
breeding bird and pas-
sage migrant in the
Moscow Region. Occa-
sional migrating birds
have been observed in
Moscow City. Listed in
the Red Data books of
Moscow City and the
Moscow Region.
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BA#A@#?AAB	�#	����	$������������	
����#	&����

���	�����	%�����#

An uncommon passage migrant and rare breed-
ing bird in the Moscow Region. Single birds have
been recorded in Moscow City in summer and au-
tumn: on 28 June 2003 in the southern part of the
city and on 30 August 2003 near the Ostankino Park.
Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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��	�� �����#	&������	�����	%���������	������	�	�'#

A vagrant in the Moscow Region. Single birds have been
recorded during spring migration. In addition, two probably
unsuccessful breeding attempts were registered in the sum-
mer of 1999 in the Taldom District and in the summer 2003
near Pushchino City, Serpukhov District. Listed in the Red
Data Books of the Moscow Region and of the Russian Feder-
ation.

1�"������������	�����������	�	
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An uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant in the
Moscow Region. Listed in the Red Data Book of the Mos-
cow Region.
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������#	&������	�����	%���������	������#

An uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant in the
Moscow Region. In Moscow, one bird was seen during spring
migration on 6 May 2000 in the south-eastern part of the city.
Listed in the Red Data Book of the Moscow Region.

2#	H�� ���	)	3#	R-STU6.
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X#	&�������	)	Y#	4/7-5:,-

An uncommon, locally com-
mon breeding bird in the Moscow
Region, usually close to water.
Single females were seen in Mos-
cow City on 13 August 1999 and
18 May 2000, in the valley of the
Gorodnya River. Listed in the
Red Data Book of Moscow City.

F#	F��!���	)	G#	G-5;8-:,

��=�@012�=40?�������������
��������������E��;��'���&��F�(&��:��

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII



@ A

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	


�

�

�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
�
�

$������	�����������	�	 ��" N���	���

F��"�������#	2	%�����	 �	�������"	����

���������	�	�� 
��!	���
����!I	��" ��#	&����

���	�����	%�����#

2#	K�!�		)	3#	Z[-;8\

F
#	
F
��
!
��
�
	)
	G
#	
G
-5
;
8
-:
,
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2#	H�� ���	)	3#	R-STU6.

A common breeding bird
and wintering species in the
Moscow Region. An uncom-
mon resident species in Mos-
cow City, where it breeds in big
parks. Listed in the Red Data
Book of Moscow City.
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An uncommon breeding bird and irregularly wintering
species in the Moscow Region. In Moscow City, it is rare as a
breeding bird and uncommon on migration and in winter. List-
ed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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Uncommon passage migrant in the Moscow Region,
but rather common to common in years of high rodent num-
bers. In such years it may hibernate in the region or be re-
corded late in autumn, or very early in spring. In Moscow
City, individual birds have been recorded during migration
and in winter.
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A common migratory breeding bird in the
Moscow Region, with two known winter records.
A rare passage migrant in Moscow City; with
single observations in summer and winter. Breed-
ing has been confirmed in the Yuzhnoye (South)
Butovo area. Listed in the Red Data Book of
Moscow City.
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A very rare migrant and summer visitor in the Moscow
Region. Listed in Red Data Books of the Moscow Region
and the Russian Federation.
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A rare passage migrant and sum-
mer visitor in the Moscow Region. List-
ed in the Red Data Book of the Mos-
cow Region.
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A rare migratory breeding bird in the
Moscow Region. Listed in Red Data Books
of the Moscow Region and the Russian Fed-
eration.
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A very rare migratory breeding bird in
the Moscow Region. Listed in Red Data
Books of the Moscow Region and the Rus-
sian Federation.
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A very rare passage migrant in the Moscow Region. There is only one winter record: near Sudnikovo
village, Sergiyev Posad District, in the winter of 2000/2001. Listed in the Red Data Books of the Moscow
Region and the Russian Federation.
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An extremely rare species of the Region, the only record
has been restricted to winter. Listed in Red Data Books of the
Moscow Region and of the Russian Federation.
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A very rare and irregularly
breeding bird in the Moscow Re-
gion. A rare, locally scarce passage
migrant, occurring over flood-
plains, fish-ponds or water reser-
voirs during migration. There is
one record from Moscow City of a

single bird in the Mar’ino area. Listed in Red Data Books of the
Moscow Region and of the Russian Federation.

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

2
#	
K
�!
�	
	)
	3
#	
Z
[
-;
8
\

�/=�0)Q"=�R>�!@���������	��

����	����		��������EF:;�);&:6�,���&��&C6�



@ @

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
	


�

�

�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
�
�

A very rare species in Moscow and in the Moscow Region on
migration, also in summer (Moscow) and winter. Since 2004, young
birds have been released from breeding centres in Moscow. Listed in
the Red Data books of Moscow, the Moscow Region and the Russian
Federation.
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An uncommon migratory breeding bird in the Moscow
Region. Breeding has been confirmed in several Moscow’s
parks. Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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A rare passage migrant
and very rare wintering spe-
cies in Moscow City and the
Moscow Region. Breeding
has been reported from the
vicinity of Kozino village in
the Krasnogorsk District, in
the central part of the Region.
Listed in the Red Data Book
of the Moscow Region.

O#	D����	)	P#	Q-;;-

2#	X��!��	)	3#	Y5/;86.

S"/Q0I������������������������������	�����	�������������������������������������6:'

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII

1
#	
1
��
a
�
��
	)
	b
#	
b
:6
c:
]_



M L

������	
�������	�	 �� N���

���	F��"�������I	�����!	�	���������

���	�	
�������	����	��	
��� 
��#

2	%�����	��������	���������	������

��	 
������!	
���#	&������	 �����

%���������	������#

A rare passage migrant and summer
visitor in the Moscow Region. No data
on breeding are available over the past

several years. Single migrants have been registered in Moscow City.
Listed in the Red Data Book of the Moscow Region.
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2#	H�� ���	)	3#	R-STU6.
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An uncommon breeding bird and passage migrant in the Moscow Region and in Moscow City. Several
winter records are known from Moscow City, but only one from the Region. Listed in the Red Data Book of
Moscow City.
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An uncommon resident breeding bird in the Moscow Region.
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A rare resident breeding bird in the Moscow Region. Dis-
play grounds continue to exist in only a handful of forests.
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A rather common resident breeding bird in the Moscow Region. Listed in the Red Data Book of Mos-
cow City.
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The few records obviously refer to released or escaped birds.
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An extremely rare
species occurring only in
the northern part of the
Moscow Region: two
birds were seen in the
Protected Area «Zhurav-
linaya rodina», Taldom
District, in May 2003.
Listed in the Red Data
Books of the Moscow
Region and the Russian
Federation (Central Rus-
sian population).
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A rare resident breeding bird in the Moscow Region. Rare
on the outskirts of Moscow City between spring and autumn.
Listed in the Red Data Book of Moscow City.
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An uncommon migratory
breeding bird in the Moscow
Region. Rarely, migrants and
summer visitors have been re-
corded in Moscow City. Listed
in the Red Data Book of Mos-
cow City.

E��H����� �c��d#5%6

I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII




